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A number that gives the total number of dots in a triangular pattern. The
first four triangular numbers are 1, 3, 6, and 10, the numbers of dots in
Figures 1 through 4 below. The nth triangular number can be represented

by the expression 2% The nth triangular number also represents the
sum of the first 7 counting numbers.

. . .
. . . o o e
. Y e e o o e o o
Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3 Figure 4




